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June 11, 2016 at 9:00 am. 

 Bill & Patty Davis’s Home 

250 E. Parkway Dr. East Peoria, Il.                                                        

See you there! 

                                  Directions :  

  From East Peoria take Caterpillar Trail Rt. 116 

north going up the hill towards Metamora. Turn 

left onto Parkway Dr.. Turn right to stay on Park-

way Dr. and go to 250 and you’re there.  

  Our guess speaker will be Mike White from 

White Water Filters. Mike has a wealth of infor-

mation so bring your questions, I’m sure he’ll 

have answers. 

   

 IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR 
Club Dues Are Past Due,  And Are Still Only $20.00 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: 

Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, IL. 61611 
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 Wow, how time flies and spring is almost gone already.  I hope everyone 

is enjoying their pond and their fish.  And the frogs too, Greg?  

  I’d like to remind everyone how important the oxygen level is in our 

ponds.   

   A still pond is only able to exchange gases at the surface.  A still pond 

will only support a small population of fish.  So, with the fact that most 

of us have too many fish we need to help the pond absorb more oxygen 

from the air.  But, we also need to release carbon dioxide and other gases 

from the water.  The use of plants helps in this cycle, but we have to re-

member that at night most plants are consuming oxygen and not giving it 

off as they do during the daytime.  And heaven forbid if we thrifty pond 

owners want to turn off our pumps at night to save electricity because we 

can’t see the waterfall!  The pond needs a constant flow of water thru the 

bio-falls to provide oxygen to the bacteria that lives there.  If you turn off 

the pump or lose power, in about four hours all of your good bacteria is 

dead. 

  So use a waterfall, streambed or spitter or combination of these to help 

the water absorb more oxygen from the air into our ponds.  The use of  

air stones to bring the water up from the bottom of the pond is also very 

helpful because it’s helping the water absorb more oxygen and is trans-

ferring some of the other gases from the water and the bottom of the 

pond into the atmosphere.  

  Just remember, the more water you move, the better your pond is for the 

fish, and then you can add that special one you just had to buy. 

  If you are still having issues with your pond, bring your concerns to the 

meeting and ask questions.  Hopefully we can give you answers.      
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 
Saturday May 14, 2016 

9:00 – 9:45 a.m. 
 

Attendance:  25 people were in attendance 
 
Location: Fred and Maryellen Zimmerman’s, Carlock, IL 
 
Meeting: Work was done on Fred and Maryellen Zimmerman’s pond by Todd Bong, 
Greg Cantrell, Jeannie Clarke, Jim Simmons, and Vince Smith after a large tree limb fell and 
punctured the liner. There is still more work for Fred to complete, but it is coming along 
nicely and looks good. He thanks everyone for all their help. It was recommended to Fred 
that he use a wet shop vac to remove the sediment from the pond liner before laying gravel 
on the bottom.  Fred and Maryellen gave away lots of plants already potted, including hostas, 
to club members. It was much appreciated, thanks! 
 
Jeannie Clark gave an excellent talk with active audience participation and questions on fish 

health issues. She told us that she had some fish die off over winter this past year that had no 

markings or signs of parasites and warned about super cooling of fish. She had purchased 

and installed a new aerator placed about 4 inches below the surface (another person had a 

pond bubbler installed on the bottom and suffered similar die-off). Even though Koi can 

withstand cold, an aerator tends to make the water temperature drop very fast (super cooling) 

instead of the gradual decrease that Koi can handle. She will switch to an aquarium bubbler 

over winter next year. Any time you find fish laying on their sides, it is a sign of stress. 

When you see fish rubbing on rocks, pots, or any objects in your pond, it is generally a sign 

of parasites. Why bother catching a sick fish, since it causes them more stress and you will 

be treating the whole pond anyway? Isolating them from the rest of the group is beneficial, 

you can scrape their slime coat and examine the scrapings under a microscope for parasites. 

You can also perform a little bit of gill cutting, which doesn’t harm them, to check for para-

sites and fungus there as well. What to do for sick fish and parasites? Jeannie says your first 

defense should be pond salting. Salt kills 7 out of 9 parasites, doesn’t harm the fish, prevents 

too much water intake, is not affected by the sun, and there is no health hazard to humans un-

like other medications. Fish excrete ammonia through their gills which turns to nitrite. Salt 

helps stop uptake of the nitrites which are harmful to fish. Salt also helps to kill string algae 

and helps promote mucous production for a healthy slime coat. It is important to use the cor-

rect concentration level and having a good quality salt meter is recommended. A good meter 

is not cheap and costs around $70-$80. Make sure you wash it and leave the cap off to dry 

after use. Using 1 lb. of salt per 100 gallons of water for 3 days in a row (0.01 concentration) 

is better than adding 3 lbs. of salt per 100 gallons of water (0.03 concentration) in one day. 

Don’t put the salt solution into the intake near the biofalls as it will sterilize and kill every-

thing, including the beneficial bacteria. Instead, put it around the outside edges of the pond. 
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which will turn your pond bright blue for a few days. You can dose 3 times in 3 days or 
once/day for 3 days if your concentration level is 0.01 as measured by the salt meter.  
 
A discussion among the club members occurred about Koi eating and destroying pond 
plants. Barb Luick reported that she had water lilies planted 3 ft. deep in her 11 x 14 ft., 
2700 gallon pond that her fish destroyed. She was told they were bored! Lava rock and 
chicken wire were discussed to cover the pots, but the koi can and do still pull the stems 
out as well. Deb Palmquist will use black milk crates to suspend plants at different depths 
within her pond, which will have no plant shelves built into it, allowing the Koi to swim 
over, under, and all around the plants. Jeannie told us that you can cut Rush off below the 
water level and not kill it but if you cut cattails off below the pond water level you will kill 
them. Vince told us about using a modified prong tool to physically remove string algae. It 
is advisable to not remove all of the string algae (even if it were possible to do so) since it 
doesn’t harm the fish, they like to eat it, and it helps to keep the pond in balance. Water lil-
ies use the organics in the pond (like string algae) as well. Vince gave out flyers of the an-
nual spring sale of water garden plants, fish, & accessories by the Land of Lincoln Water 
Gardening & Koi Society held in Springfield IL on Sat. May 21, to those interested. Vince 
reported that a non-member of PKPS contacted him selling a skimmer box, rocks, plants, 
and fish for about $600. The price was high and Vince encouraged him to sell through 
Craigslist or newspaper ads. More help is needed, such as pond sitters, for the upcoming 
pond tour on July 9th and 10th. Please contact PKPS board members if you’d like to help. 
Vince showed a nifty little tool he made out of a small shovel with the blade removed and 
replaced with a rubber foot that is very useful for getting up off of the ground when tending 
to plants and the pond since his knees prevent him from kneeling down or getting back up 
easily.  
 
The next PKPS meeting will be on Saturday, June 11, 9:00 a.m. at Bill and Patty Davis’ in 
East Peoria where Mike White will be speaking. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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                Attention 
All club members who are on the Pond Tour, 

need to attend a short meeting after the       

regular meeting, at the Cantrell’s home at 311 

Arnold Rd. East Peoria. If you can’t attend 

please contact: Vince Smith. 

With the planning of our pond tour we will need  

volunteers to be pond sitters. So, please add your 

name to the sign up sheet we will be passing around. 

It takes all of us to make the Pond Tour. 

We now have a new location for our ban-

quet.  The Knights of Columbus Hall in 

Morton, Il.   
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

For the month of June 

 

Rick Luick  Carol Maltas 

Rick Moreland 

 

 

 

   If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me. 

       For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour, we have 

our list full and now the fun begins.  We have planned and organized for a 

great 2016 Pond Tour.  Don’t forget, we still need pond sitter volunteers for 

the tour. We will need your help to pull it off. 
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If only I had known…… 
  I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to help.  It might 

be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk about things we wouldn’t do 

again. (we won’t call them mis___s) 

  I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing.  We can all learn from 

our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds. 

    You need to really check your fish when you think you have a sick fish. 

Don’t go putting chemicals into the pond and treating your pond for an illness 

your fish don’t have. 

  And in the spring time, never ever do a water change until after the water has 

made it to a water temperature of 55 degrees.  The fish do not have much of an   

immune system built up after winter time and you are really going to cause 

problems with your fish’s health. 

  If you think you have sick fish, call Jeannie our fish health advisor, and have 

her check out your fish, and maybe even catch the sick fish to really look him 

over  before you decide on a treatment plan.  
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  Board Meetings              Club Meetings                                                                                             
 

 

 

June 25th Kruger Residence   June 11 Patty Davis’s House 

 

July 23rd Cantrell Residence   July 9-10 Pond Tour  

 

August 27th Kruger Residence   Aug. 13 Terry & Deb Hess’s 

        Aug. 27 Luau  Swanson’s   

September 24th Cantrell Residence  Sept.   I.C.C. Days 

 

October 22nd Bong Residence   Oct.  8        Steve Wakeman’s 

 

November 26th Moreland Residence  Nov. 12 Knights of Columbus 

                                                                                          Morton, IL. 

                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   

TREASURER’S REPORT                

Beginning Balance:     $2,029.85                          

Income:                          1,150.00                  

Expenses:                              0.00           

Ending  Balance:         $3,179.85 
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